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in order to provide a low cost ballast having reduced electromagnetic and radio interference 
emissions as taught by Pacholok (line 10-13, column 2). 

7. Claims 82-88, 92-99 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Amstutz et al in view of Kelman (US 2,522,044) and in further view of Seoke et al 

(US 5,768,898).. 

8. Amstutz et al ('044) discloses in the prior art of record a lighted display case comprising 
of an integral frame work 16 (line 21 column 3), rear sliding doors 28 (line 23 column 3), a ballast 
44 mounted to the bottom member 46 of the base portion 14 (line 49-50 column 3), a fluorescent 
tube socket extending downwardly from a subframe 101 (figure 19, 20), an electrical cord 36 and 
wiring assembly 38 (line 45-46 column 3) but does not disclose the physical description of the 
fluorescent lamp socket or the temperature tolerance of the ballast. 

9. Kelman ('044) discloses in the prior art of record a fluorescent light socket comprising of 
contact fingers 45 with arcuate shape of the surface area (figure 3), longitudinal connection 
movement with the lamp 1 1 (figure 1). 

10. Having a hollow-cylindrical shape for accepting the pin contact of the fluorescent lamp 1 1 
(fxgure 1) and covering the pin by at least 50 percent (figure 5), a split sleeve contact that connect 
to the lamp 43 which can either be screwed or solder (figure 6 and 1 1), with the pins having 
engage the lamp over at least 180 degree of circumferential surface of the lamp pins (line 50-53 

column 3). 
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11. The surface area of the electrical contacts are a design choice, along with the use of a 
polymer as the housing of the socket, the use of 16 gauge wire is obvious since 16 gauge wire and 
it's use is known in the art. 

12. Seok et al discloses in the prior art a refrigerator having a fluorescent lamp for illuminating 
fresh food compartment comprising of a fluorescent lamp 39, and a ballast 33 (line 59-60 
column 3), which is located within the refrigerated area (figure 1). 

13. Therefore it have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the fluorescent lamp of Amstutz et al with the socket of Kelman and the 
temperature tolerate ballast of Seok et al in order to provide a fluorescent lamp installed in the 
fresh food compartment, and is turned on and off according to the opening and closing of a door 
as disclosed in the abstract of Seok et al ('898). 

1 4 Response to Arguments 

15. Applicant's arguments filed March 20, 2000 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The novelty of the invention has not been clearly disclosed in the claims. 

16. In response to applicant's arguments, the recitation refrigerated display case has not been 
given patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is generally 
not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the 
intended use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for 
completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See 
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In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 

88USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., refrigerated 
case) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See /„ re Van Geuns, 
988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Applicant's arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 1 © because they do not clearly 
point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in view of the state of 
the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. Further, they do not show how 
the amendments avoid such references or objections. 

j 7 Conclusion 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John A. Ward whose telephone number is (703) 305-5157. 

19. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea, can be reached at (703) 305-4939. The fax phone number for this 
group is (703) 305-3432. 

20. Any inquiries of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-^696 

Sandra O'Shea 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 
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